
WHITE CHRISTMAS  

"White Christmas" is an Irving Berlin song reminiscing about an old-fashioned 
Christmas setting. It was Bing Crosby best-selling single of all time, with 

estimated sales in excess of 50 million copies worldwide. All other versions of 
the song, along with Bing Crosby's have an estimated sales > 100 million copies.  

 
 

1945 V-Disc release by the U.S. Army of "White Christmas"  
"I'll Be Home for Christmas" by Bing Crosby 

The first public performance of the song was by Bing Crosby, on his NBC radio show The 
Kraft Music Hall on Christmas Day, 1941. 

By October 31, 1942, however, "White Christmas" topped the "Your Hit Parade" chart. It 
remained in that position until well into the New Year. It has   been noted that the mix of 
melancholy — "just like the ones I used to know" — with comforting images of home — 
"where the treetops glisten" — resonated especially strongly during World War II.   

Richmond has had 10 Christmases with measurable snowfall in the past 116 yrs.   

2010 BECEMBER 25 -   2.7 inches of snow 
1993 BECEMBER 25 -   0.1 inches of snow 
1981 BECEMBER 25 -   1.1 inches of snow 
1970 BECEMBER 25 -   0.2 inches of snow 
1969 BECEMBER 25 -   1.8 inches of snow 
1962 BECEMBER 25 -   4.3 inches of snow 

         1948 BECEMBER 25 -    0.6 inches of snow 
1914 BECEMBER 25 -   5.4 inches of snow 
1909 BECEMBER 25 -   1.8 inches of snow 
1902 BECEMBER 25 -   1.1 inches of snow 

 
4 other years had >3 inches of snow just before Christmas 

1908 BECEMBER 22, 23 -  17.2 inches of snow 
1935 BECEMBER 22, 23 -   4.7 inches of snow 
1966 BECEMBER 23, 24 -   8.8 inches of snow 
1967 BECEMBER 22, 23 -   5.4 inches of snow 
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